98                         CHOPIN

but also not very much to myself.5* And to
Grzymala he wrote a few weeks later : " You
know, I wonder at your good-will; but you have
in me a grateful man at heart, if not on the out-
side." He was, in fact, beginning to be conscious
of his great indebtedness to his friends and of his
inability to repay them, forgetting that the artist
pays his debts to each and all in the works he
creates for the world at large. He made one
gesture of gratitude in asking Fontana, Grzymala
and Matuszynski to share the furniture of his
apartments ; but in Grzymala's case the reward
was soon followed by a further request to pay for
the moving ; and, later, Matuszynski was asked to
spare what he could towards Chopin's expenses.
In one letter Chopin apologises to Fontana for not
being able to offer him some small items in the
furniture-list, " but as the proverb says, * the
fairest maiden can give only what she has.' "

It was an apt quotation, for his illness had left
him looking like a delicate young girl. He him-
self remarked as much. And, living up to his
appearance, he was drinking no coffee, no wine -
only milk; and was careful to keep warm. He
was undoubtedly making good progress, was
coughing less, and in his letters insisted that he
was by no means regarded as a consumptive.
Certainly there was reason to look for a com-
plete recovery, especially as the restful sleep of
childhood was returning. While he was asleep
one evening, George Sand wrote to Mme Mar-
liani a letter which draws a curtain and allows